
what is claimed is: 

1^ ^^y/ \^ An information distribution system having a 
terminalX apparatus in which a recording medium recording 
beforehand^ an identifier unique to said recording medium 
and prepaidXinf ormation and is loadable and an 
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information center which is connectable to said terminal 
apparatus and Vransmits content data thereto via a 
predetermined communication line, said terminal apparatus 
comprising : 

first recei^^^ng means for receiving said content 
data transmitted frok said information center; 

recording and ri^producing means for recording said 
content data received b^f said first receiving means onto 
said recording medium loAded in said terminal apparatus 
and reproducing said identifier unique to said recording 
medium and said prepaid information; and 

first transmitting means for transmitting said 
reproduced identifier unique Vo said recording medium and 
said reproduced prepaid inform)^tion to said information 
center; 

said information center c&mprising: 
first storage means for storing a plurality of 
content data ; 

second transmitting means f or\ transmi tting 
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^uS/^^^^^ro^termined content date 
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:a from said first storage means 
to s^d terminal apparatus; 

^.second receiving means for receiving said 
identifii.er unique to said recording medium and said 
prepaid information transmitted from said terminal 
apparatus ; 

secondX storage means for storing a usable remaining 
amount of monev in accordance with said identifier unique 



storage means for a charge of said predetermined content 

Lid\f irs t 



to said recording medium and said prepaid information 
received by said ^svecond receiving means; and 

charging proc^essing means for updating, when said 
predetermined content^ data are transmitted from said 
first storage means toXsaid terminal apparatus, said 
usable remaining amount V>f money stored in said second 

data transmitted from said \f irst storage means to said 
terminal apparatus 

2. An information distribution system according to 
claim 1, wherein said recordingXmedium also records 
information about a remaining recordable capacity thereof, 
said information is reproduced by said recording and 
reproducing means, and said reproduc^ed information is 
transmitted by said first transmi tting^means to said 
information center . 
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3r An information distribution system according to 
claim 2, Wherein said information center further 
comprisinc 

firs\ comparing means for comparing said usable 
remaining amtount of money stored in said second storage 
means with a Arice of content data to be transmitted to 
said terminal apparatus; and 

second comparing means for comparing said 
information about la remaining recordable capacity of said 
recording medium wikh a size of said content data to be 
transmitted to said germinal apparatus. 

4. An informat^n distribution system according to 
claim 3, wherein, if said usable remaining amount of 
money is found by said f^rst comparing means to be 
smaller than said price oA said content data to be 
transmitted to said terminal apparatus, a control signal 
is transmitted from said information center to said 
terminal apparatus to instructX said terminal apparatus to 
prompt for the loading of a second recording medium 
recording beforehand an identifier unique thereto and 
prepaid information into said terminal apparatus. 

5. An information distribu td\pn system according to 
claim 4, wherein, said information cejiter further 

comprising adding means for adding, when said second 

\ 
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ium has been loaded in response to the 
promp^ for the loading of said second recording medium, a 
usableVremaining amount of money in said second recording 
medium tio said usable remaining amount of money in the 
previously^ loaded recording medium. 

6. All information distribution system according to 
claim 5, wheredn, if, after loading of said second 
recording mediuirk into said terminal apparatus in response 
to the prompt for\^he loading of said second recording 
medium, a result ofXsaid addition by said adding means is 
found in excess of saVd price of said content data to be 



transmitted, said identifier unique to said recording 
medium and said prepaid information stored in said second 
storage means are edited on the basis of said information 
about the remaining recordable capacity of said 

ling medii 



previously loaded recording 
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.um and said information 



about the remaining recordable Cx^pacity of said second 
recording medium. 

7 . An information dis tributiSpn system according to 
claim 3, wherein, if said remaining Recordable capacity 
is found by said second comparing means to be smaller 
than said size of content data to be tra^nsmitted to said 
terminal apparatus, a control signal is transmitted from 
said information center to said terminal apparatus to 
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ns^ruct said terminal apparatus to prompt for the 
loacMng of a second recording medium recording an 
identifier unique to said second recording medium and 
said prepaid information into said terminal apparatus. 

8\ An information distribution system according to 
claim 7, \imerein, said information center further 
comprising adding means for adding, when said second 
recording medoNum has been loaded in response to the 
prompt for the iSoading of said second recording medium, a 
usable remaining amount of money in said second recording 

\ 

medium to said usable remaining amount of money in the 



\ 



previously loaded recording medium. 

9. An information distribution system according to 
claim 7, wherein, when sa^id second recording medium has 
been loaded in said termina^l apparatus in response to the 



prompt for the loading of sar\^ second recording medium, 
the remaining recordable capacity of said second 
recording medium is compared witli the size of said 
content data to be transmitted toXsaid terminal apparatus 

10. An information distribution system according 
to claim 7, wherein, when said second ^recording medium 
has been loaded in said terminal apparatus in response to 

\ 

the prompt for the loading of said second ^recording 
medium and said content data have been reconded to said 
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y transmitting means for transmitting said identifier 
unique to said recording medium and said prepaid 
information reproduced by said reproducing means to an 
information center via a predetermined communication 
line; \ 

recer^ing means for receiving a result of a balance 
inquiry execu\ed in said information center on the basis 
of the transmitted identifier unique to said recording 
medium and the transmitted prepaid information and 
content data transmatted from said information centers- 
recording mean^ for recording said content data 
received by said receding means onto said loaded 
recording medium; and \ 

prompting means fo^ prompting, if said balance 
inquiry received by said receiving indicates a shortage 
of amount of money for the reuireived content data, the 
unloading of the currently loaded recording medium and 
the loading of another recordingX medium . 

14. A terminal apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein said identifier unique to saad recording medium 
and said prepaid information are recoi\ded on said 
recording medium in an unrewritable manrier. 

15. A terminal apparatus accordin^to claim 13, 
wherein communication destination identifying information 



[for connecting said terminal apparatus to said 
information center is also recorded on said recording 
meaium . 

\ 16. A terminal apparatus according to claim 13, 
whereVn information about a remaining recordable capacity 
is recosrded on said recording medium and said information 
is transmitted to said information center via said 
transmitting means . 

17 . All information center, connected to a terminal 
apparatus via k predetermined communication line, for 
distributing conVent data, comprising: 

first storag^ means for storing a plurality of 
content data; \ 

transmitting meians for transmitting predetermined 
content data from said l^irst storage means to said 
terminal apparatus; \ 

receiving means for Veceiving an identifier unique 
to a recording medium and prepaid information stored 
therein transmitted from said tierminal apparatus; 

second storage means for s^toring a usable remaining 
amount of money in accordance withVsaid identifier unique 
to said recording medium and said prispaid information 
received by said receiving means; and \ 

charging processing means for updating, when said 



redetermined content data are transmitted from said 
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first storage means to said terminal apparatus, said 
usable remaining amount of money stored in said second 
stoinage means for a charge of said predetermined content 
data ftjransmitted from said first storage means to said 
termina\ apparatus . 

18\ An information center according to claim 17, 
further comtorising : 

first ciomparing means for comparing said usable 
remaining amount of money stored in said second storage 
means with a pric^e of content data to be transmitted to 
said terminal appainatus; and 

second compariiig means for comparing said 
information about a remaining recordable capacity of said 
recording medium with a size of said content data to be 
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transmitted to said termin'^1 apparatus. 



19. An informa 



tion ce^nt 



er according to claim 18, 



wherein, if said usable remaining amount of money is 
found by said first comparing mekns to be smaller than 
said price of said content data to\be transmitted, a 
control signal is transmitted from a^aid information 
center to said terminal apparatus to i^nstruct said 
terminal apparatus to prompt for the loading of a second 
recording medium recording beforehand anXidentif ier 
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inique thereto and prepaid information into said terminal 
apparatus . 

20. An information center according to claim 19, 
furt^her comprising adding means for adding, when said 
second recording medium has been loaded in response to 
the prompt for the loading of said second recording 
medium, aXusable remaining amount of money in said second 
recording mcsdium to said usable remaining amount of money 
in the previo\isly loaded recording medium, 

21. An iSnformation center according to claim 20, 
wherein, if, aftevr loading of said second recording 
medium into said texminal apparatus in response to the 
prompt of the loadingr of said second recording medium, a 
result of said additioV by said adding means is found in 
excess of said price of >said content data to be 
transmitted, said identifxser unique to said recording 
medium and said prepaid information stored in said second 
storage means are edited on tM basis of said information 
about the remaining recordable aapacity of said 
previously loaded recording medium and said information 
about the remaining recordable capa\ity of said second 
recording medium. 

22. An information center according to claim 17, 
wherein, if said remaining recordable capacity is found 
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S3\ze of said content data to be transmitted, a control 
signal is transmitted from said information center to 
said \terminal apparatus to instruct said terminal 
apparatms to prompt for the loading of a second recording 
medium rV::ording an identifier unique thereto and prepaid 
information^ into said terminal apparatus. 

23. AK information center according to claim 22, 
further comprissing adding means for adding, when said 
second recording medium has been loaded in response to 
the prompt for the\loading of said second recording 
medium, a usable remaining amount of money in said second 
recording medium to said usable remaining amount of money 
in the previously loadedV recording medium. 

24. An inf ormation \center according to claim 22 
wherein, when said second recording medium has been 
loaded in said terminal apparastus in response to the 
prompt for the loading of said second recording medium, 
the remaining recordable capacityV)f said second 
recording medium is compared with tn^ size of said 
content data to be transmitted to sard terminal apparatus 

25. An information center according to claim 22, 
wherein, when said second recording mediuin has been 
loaded in said terminal apparatus in resporrfee to the 
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prompt for the loading of said second recording medium 
an\cl said content data have been recorded on said second 
rec\Drding medium, contents stored on said second storage 
meansv are updated to said identifier unique to said 
second \recording medium, said prepaid information, and 
said usakle remaining amount of money of said second 
recording medium. 

26. Ap. information center according to claim 17, 
wherein said identifier unique to said recording medium 
and said prepaid^ information are recorded on said 
recording medium i\^ an unrewri table manner. 

27. An information distribution system according 
to claim 17, wherein communication destination 
identifying inf ormationX f or connecting said terminal 
apparatus to said information center is also recorded on 
said recording medium. 

28. A recording mediuiri comprising : 
an unrewritable area in which an identifier unique 

to said recording medium and prepaid information are 
recorded beforehand ; 

a recording area in which conb^ent data are 
recorded; and 

a managing area in which recordablS^ capacity of 
said recording area is managed. 
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9. A recording medium according to claim 28, 
wherein\ communication destination identifying information 
for connecting to an information center is also recorded 
on said ref:ording medium. 

30. ^n information distribution method for 
distributing eContent data from an information center to a 
terminal apparatus in which a recording medium is 
loadable and recording the distributed content data 
thereto, said inforination center and said terminal 
apparatus being interconnected via a predetermined 
communication line, corwrising the steps of: 

receiving an identifier unique to said recording 
medium and prepaid informatrion recorded on said recording 
medium beforehand, transmitted from said terminal 
apparatus ; 

storing, in a memory, a us'^ble remaining amount of 
money in accordance with said receWed identifier unique 
to said recording medium and said received prepaid 
information ; 

comparing said usable remaining ahiount of money 
stored in said memory with a charge of comient data to be 
distributed from said information center toXsaid terminal 



apparatus ; 

permitting, if said usable remaining amount of 
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6ney stored in said memory is greater than said charge 
of Nsaid content data to be distributed from said 
information center to said terminal apparatus, the 
transrmission of said content data from said information 
center Xix> said terminal apparatus; and 

updating, by said charge of said content data, said 
usable remaining amount of money stored in a second 

^ \ 

memory when syaid content data are transmitted from said 
information ceriter to said terminal apparatus. 

31. An iirformation distribution method according 
to claim 30, furthier comprising the steps of: 

comparing said usable remaining amount of money 
stored in said memoryVvith said charge of said content 
data to be transmitted \o said terminal apparatus; and 

comparing a recordable remaining capacity of said 
recording medium transmitted from said terminal apparatus 
with a size of said content d^ta to be transmitted to 
said terminal apparatus. 

32. An information distribution method according 
to claim 30, wherein, if said usable remaining amount of 
money is found in the first comparinV step to be smaller 
than said price of said content data to be transmitted, a 
control signal is transmitted from said Vinf orma t ion 
center to said terminal apparatus to instruct said 
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erminal apparatus to prompt for the loading of a second 
recoVding medium recording beforehand an identifier 
unique to said second recording medium and prepaid 
inf ormVtion . 

An information distribution method according 
to claim \32, further comprising the step of: 

addrng, when said second recording medium has been 



loaded in response to the prompt for the loading of said 
rdiKg medium, a usable remaining amount of 

in said se^< 

t of 



second reco 

money in said se^^ond recording medium to said usable 
remaining amount ot money in the previously loaded 
recording medium 



34. An information distribution method according 



\ 



to claim 33 further comprising the step of: if, after 
loading of said second recording medium into said 
terminal apparatus in response to the prompt for the 



loading of said second reco 



r^^^g medium. 



a result of said 
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lid content data, editung said identifi 
ling medium aod sai 
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addition in said adding step is found in excess of said 
price of sai 

unique to said recording medium arM said prepaid 
information stored in said second memory on the basis of 
said information about the remaining ^.ecordable capacity 
of said previously loaded recording medYum and said 
information about the remaining recordabJ^e capacity of 
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>aid second recording medium. 

35. An information distribution method according 
cl^im 31 further comprising the step of: if said 
remaining recordable capacity is found in said second 
compaVing step to be smaller than said size of said 
contenk data to be transmitted, transmitting a control 
signal fVom said information center to said terminal 
apparatus \to instruct said terminal apparatus to prompt 
the loadingXof a second recording medium recording said 
identifier unVque to said second recording medium and 
said prepaid information into said terminal apparatus. 

36. An iirformation distribution method according 
to claim 35, further comprising the step of adding, when 
said second recordirig medium has been loaded in response 
to the prompt for the\ loading of said second recording 
medium, a usable remaining amount of money in said second 
recording medium to saidXusable remaining amount of money 
in the previously loaded recording medium. 

37. An information distribution method according 
to claim 35, further comprising the step of: when said 
second recording medium has been loaded in said terminal 
apparatus in response to said prompt for the loading of 
said second recording medium, comparing said recordable 
remaining capacity of said second recording medium with 
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tire size of said content data to be transmitted to said 
terrlqinal apparatus . 

38. An information distribution method according 
to claim 35, further comprising the step of: when said 
second f^cording medium has been loaded in said terminal 
apparatusXin response to the prompt for the loading of 
said second\recording medium and said content data have 
been recorded\l:o said second recording medium, updating 
contents recorded on said second memory to said 
identifier, said nrepaid information, and said usable 
remaining amount of\ money of said second recording medium. 

39. An information distribution method according 
to claim 30, wherein skid identifier unique' to said 
recording medium and saiM prepaid information are 
recorded on said recordings^ medium in an unrewritable 
manner . 

40. An information distribution method according 
to claim 30, wherein communication destination 
identifying information for connecting said terminal 
apparatus to said information center is also recorded on 
said recording medium. 
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